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Philco Jr. Superheterodyne Model 80 

Restoration 

03/10/2013 Purchased radio on Craigslist for $50.  It was actually receiving one AM station when I 

arrived to pick up the unit and sounded pretty good.  There may have been previous restoration to the 

electronics for it to still be playing! 

3/11/2013 Inspection: water damage to lower sections of cabinet, can see some discoloration of 

the wood and warping of the veneer and under layer.  Not too bad, may be able to inject some glue into 

the areas where the wood splits and clamp.  Chassis shows some rust.  Original grill cloth I believe and in 

decent shape with only one small tear in it.  May be able to apply some tape or glue to the back side to 

make a repair without having to find a replacement grill cloth? 

 

In looking at the bottom of the cabinet and removing 

the 3 screws that hold the chassis to the cabinet it 

appears that someone has drilled an extra hole near 

the back center and an additional one at the front right 

(facing the front of the radio) to accommodate a 

different chassis?  Perhaps the original chassis was 

damaged by the water and replaced? 
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¶ Took off the two Rosetta knobs.  Large tuning know still has the tensioning spring, small on-off/vol is 

missing the tensioning spring.  Prior owner stuffed in some aluminum foil/plastic for tensioning. 

¶ Removed the 3 speaker mounting nuts and pulled the speaker off. Cone is not torn!  Top mounting 

nut came from the top Rosetta mounting screw seen in the front of the radio.  The bottom two 

speaker mounting nuts came off different screws than the Rosetta screws.   

¶ Removed the two remaining nuts holding the grill cloth on, these nuts are on the two lower Rosetta 

screws seen in the front of the radio. 

Numerous pics of chassis taken.  Appears to still be original?   
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¶ Removed tubes including tube shield on one of the 37 tubes (philco globe).  Other 37 tube 

pulled the grid cap off while removing the grid cap connector.  May be able to repair, have new 

37 & a new 42 on order just in case.   

¶ Removed frequency dial via set screw on the shaft of the variable cap.  This to protect against 

damaging the dial during ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇΦ  !ƭƭ LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ Řƛŀƭǎ ƛǎ 
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er apparently washes off the ink.  I gave it a light dusting and called it done. 

¶ Removed the dial lamp shield (fits over the lamp and its socket) and the dial lamp so it dƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

get damaged in cleaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/18/2013 

¶ Began making a few preliminary measurements of resistors and coils. 

¶ Removed power cord.  Attached to on-off pot and center lug of cap block #32 (part#3793R).  

Also connected to center lug of cap block #32 is a white (yellowish) lead from power 


