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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

JANUARY 14, 2010 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Meeting held at the Memorial Park Hall, 103 East Tenth Street, Jim Thorpe, Pa. 
 
Meeting called to order by President Justin Yaich, with the pledge of allegiance and a moment of 
silence for the men and women serving our country. 
 
Meeting recorded 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
W. Todd Mason   Gregory Strubinger  Justin Yaich 
Joanne Klitsch   Kyle Sheckler 
John McGuire   Joseph Marzen 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
Police Chief Schatz  James Trainer, PS Sup.  Fire Chief Diehm 
Ed Gula, Sewer Sup.  Vince Yaich, Water Sup. Mayor Michael Sofranko 
Kim Mazur, Entech  Solicitor James Nanovic  Boro. Secy. McClafferty 
Louis Hall, JTPC (a)  Eugene Mulligan, Bldg/Z 
Joe Micko, JTPC (L)  Treasurer Maria Sebelin 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to approve the agenda and the minutes from 
December 10, 2009 and with a correction to the January 4, 2010 reorganization minutes meeting 
adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  
 
 YES  7   NO  0 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Sofranko said since January 1, 2010 the Mayor and Police Chief have meet and there are a 
few changes with the Administration.  
Changes: the keeping of police officers time coming in and out, they will be scanning in & out 
and reporting to the Comm Center when they report for duty and off duty. Bi-weekly, time cards 
will be checked out by myself, Police Chief and the Police committee chairman, John so 
everything is true to form. 
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Mayor Sofranko said the Officers will remain on 10-hour shift. Schedules have been made for 3-
month basis. 
Police Station will be under lock and key. Those that will be allowed in the Police Station will be 
any resident, council member anyone that so desires, as long as they are with a police officer.  
We have agreed to look into a badge scanning system. 
The other thing that took place before he came in the meter maids uniform has changed. There 
were concerns, that it should signify that of a meter maid, polo shirt and khaki pants. She will be 
she will have a radio on he at all time, allowed to use the police car to do this. She is operating in 
the Borough’s capacity. 
On January 21, 2010 at the Diligent Fire Company, January 28, 2010 at the Fairview Hose 
Company and on February 4, 2010 there will be an informational meeting on crime in these areas. 
There will be an open dialog for everyone to speak. What will not happen is pick on the police 
dept. Hopefully we can promote the fire depts in these areas.  
You may have read the letters to the editor in the newspaper, both officers have been addressed. 
We sent up guidelines.  
With the appointment of Police Chief Schatz we would like to post for Detective position in the 
police dept. and to follow the contract as to how this position can be filled.  
The Police Chief will be swing shifts so you may see him on day shift and night, midnight shifts. 
We would like to look into the posting of a sergeant’s position. We have officers there, it is just a 
matter of shifting manpower around.  
He would like council to consider advertising for additional part time officers for the Borough. 
 
Mr. McGuire asked Police Chief if he is volunteering to go swing shift? 
 
Police Chief Schatz said he can evaluate his officers and check to see what is going on.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Kyle Sheckler to approve the Treasurer’s report as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Kyle Sheckler to approve the invoices and the additional 
invoices and to pay as the funds become available. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
Mrs. Klitsch to approve some of these she would like to know what kind of money we have in the 
savings accounts, and money market accounts. She would like to know how the Memorial Park 
invoices will be paid. 
 
Treasurer Sebelin said in the Memorial Park savings account about $100.00. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch would like to table these invoices, because she would like to know how they are 
going to pay it. 
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Solicitor Nanovic said rather than tabling all the invoices, what he would suggest is that you 
approve the invoices and pay them when the funds become available. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSTAIN  1 Joseph Marzen 
 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE TREE ORDINANCE. 
 
Jake Arner said he owns 400 acres in Jim Thorpe. He said he spoke to the Planning Commission 
about the ordinance. The draft ordinance has no suggestions put in the ordinance. There are 
important parts he feels that should be in this ordinance. The Fire Wise community ordinance 
should be in this. 
Right now the way the ordinance is written you can not clear a tree without a building permit. 
This ordinance could be the worst thing. This needs to be clarified. 
Agricultural uses should be in the ordinance. He would like to use some of his property for a 
vineyard and fields. 
Site plan will all natural resources, people can’t afford this. 
Make this ordinance clearer. 
He handed out a suggestion that is attached. 
 
Mr. McGuire said the JTPC took a lot of your suggestions, he finds this insulting to the JT 
Planning Commission.  
 
Bryant Arner said the bad thing is you are telling people what they can and can not do with their 
property, this is bad.  
 
Doug Washull, Chief Executive officer for the Builders Associates. This has a lot of problems 
with this, this will not pass the court system. 
This is vague. The bigger part of the ordinance is the unlawful taking of people’s property. He 
doesn’t know why you need this ordinance. International clearing of property code. 
 
Kurtis Jackson said he owns to lots in Leisure land. This is a complex ordinance, this ordinance 
needs to be simple but clear. He has worked with the Planning Commission, need refinement in 
the ordinance. It needs to be something reasonable but maintaining wooded area. This should be 
sent back to the Planning Commission to review. 
 
Eugene Dougherty, 141 Center Avenue, said the forestry around his house has been damaged 
from the last storm there are trees down. Where do you draw the line? At what point do you have 
to get written permission to do this.  We all know why this ordinance came about because of the 
striping of the land on top of the mountain, this is the right idea.  
 
Mark Reitz, said he cut a lot of trees on his property, he reorganized his property. For someone to 
tell him he can’t do something on his property is not right. 
 
Steve Ohl said hard to clear your property, his concern is trees and getting permits for this. 
 



Lizzy Harley, said she believes this ordinance will be a hindrance for her to sell her property. It is 
not clear, she is not in favor of the clear cutting of land it has to be reasonable. 
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Andy Bashulak, said he think this ordinance will make it difficult for delivery trucks. 
 
Tom Stribula said he thinks council needs to reconstruct this ordinance. 
 
Jerry Strubinger said life, liberty and pursuit of private property. Don’t take peoples property! 
When they built the school they had to clear cut to build. If you want the property buy it from 
him. We need to be able to use our property, don’t deny the people their rights to their property. 
There will be selective enforcement of this ordinance. 
 
Joe Micko said there is a low impact of development. The Fire Wise ordinance will advise safety. 
They will come in and do an assessment of you property for flood control, drought management, 
water run off, water supply, septic systems, well problems. The stream turned into storm drains. 
There has to be an agreement as to what you want to protect and what the impact is going to be 
for the future. We have to come up with solutions. 
 
President Yaich said his suggestion to everyone is to come to the next Planning commission 
meeting on January 26 to discuss this ordinance. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to close the hearing of visitors for the tree 
ordinance. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said she as a property owner, what she would like defined is the word “woodlands.” 
 
HEARING OF THE VISITOR’S  
 
James Kratz, attorney for Canyon Rims Estate would like to give council a status report. Mr. 
Arner is looking at hiring a new engineering firm for his subdivision.  
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Gregory Strubinger to give Canyon Rims Estates permission 
to hire a new engineering firm for his subdivision plans. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Jerry Horn, 12 Hill Road thinks the sound system needs to be repaired in here so the public can 
hear what is going on and the guest should have a speaker to talk into. 
Also the streetlights are off on Broadway. 
 
Mr. Mason said the problem is the electric eye, he will have Jim Trainer look at this. 
 
Dan Murray, 12 West 10th Street complained about his neighbors sub-pump water running into 
the roadway. He said this is a safety hazard and should be looked at. 
 
President Yaich said this will go to the Street Committee to discuss. 
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Bob Sluck complained about the snow parking tickets on December 20, 2009. His big problem 
with this is that the snow was not plowed back to the curb on the odd side of the street and it 
could have been plowed. Then we got snow parking tickets at 1:00 in the morning. 
 
Jim Trainer said they were out for 2 hours that day to cinder. He told the police dept. to call him 
if they were needed sooner. 
 
Mecky said on the signs it should have a time and how many inches of snow. 
 
Bob Sluck asked why wasn’t the other side of the street plowed? 
 
Mr. Mason said this is on the internet if you would like to see the ordinance. This is a parking 
ordinance not for plowing during a winter storm. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said he wasn’t the mayor at the time, first thing we have to decide is, is this a 
parking ordinance or a snow plowing ordinance. On the card it says plow to the curb. The men 
may need to stay out longer to push to the curb. He presented a proposal that on an even calendar 
year you don’t park on the even side of the street. You just don’t park there the even side of the 
street.  
The other thing is the auto dialer, we can put this on this that the plows are down. 
 
Mr. Sheckler said they have spoken about this and we will use the phone services (auto dialer) 
this may clear this up. He said the street supervisor or the street chairman should make this call.  
 
Dale Feller, 112 South St asked why were some people given a brake? 
 
Mayor Sofranko said he spoke to the meter maid, we will waive all the late fees 
and she informed him that 88% of them have been paid. So the decision is pay the ticket without 
the late fee.  
 
Mr. Strubinger said he feels the residents have acted in good faith, they were using common 
sense, clearing to the curb.  
  
Police Chief Schatz said they were told this will be brought up before council at the January 
meeting. We told them that they would not be penalized if they didn’t pay it until this was 
discussed by council. 
 
President Yaich said this will need to go to the Street Committee to review.  
 
Margaret Mulligan said she still has the same water run off problem. 
 
Kevin McClafferty asked about the water meter project. He said the plumbing code should have 
been included in the letter for the residents.  He would like to know what size tank is needed.  
 
Kim Mazur said he will talk to him after the meeting. 
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Bridgett Smith in the 200 block of South Ave. the garage burnt down a few years ago, she asked 
if something can be done about this. 
 
President Yaich said they will have Gene Mulligan check this out. 
 
Bill Malatak said the School District dismantled the dugouts and the stuff was thrown over the 
bank at the school, he thinks this should be checked out. 
 
President Yaich said he will have Gene Mulligan check this out. 
 
Jerry Strubinger said you should get a bridge committee together. 
 
Tom Lougherty presented the fire chief with a plaque as a thank to our volunteer fire depts. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Justin Yaich to close the hearing of the visitor’s. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Mr. Marzen thanked Tom Lougherty for his plaques he presented the fire depts. 
 
Fire Chief Diehm said everything is good with the equipment.  
We lose 2 deaths in the recent fire. He asked everyone to make sure they check their smoke 
detectors and batteries.  
 
SEWER/SANITATION 
 
Mrs. Klitsch spoke about the lease agreement the Borough has with him to rent the concrete slab 
on the Switchback. He would like to decrease the rent to $15.0 a month and use half of the slab. 
She said she would like to check this out and get back to council at the February meeting. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said the Hill Road project, she would like to set up a Sewer committee meeting to 
discuss this matter. 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Gregory Strubinger to approve the Chapter 94 report to be 
submitted to DEP by Entech engineering at a cost of $2,500.00 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said the Landfill, she wants to set up a meeting with Cowan Associates, Kim Mazur, 
Ed Gula and the committee to discuss the monitoring wells. 
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WATER 
 
Kim Mazur said the water meter replacement project, we are waiting for equipment and the radio 
read units. This project won’t start until March 1, 2010. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said the Borough is replacing all the meters in town and his understanding is all 
the meters are going to be replaced.  
 
Kim Mazur said this will depend. If a home is a year old, if there is a new meter in the house he is 
not sure if the meter will be replaced The meter assembly that is being done there will be new 
valves, back flow preventor, radio reading devise installed. If there is a new meter in the home we 
may only replace components of that. In the bids they specifically they listed each individual 
component of the meter assembly, so we can subtract that out from the home installation, if they 
have parts already installed. 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked about the back flow valve, that is to prevent any contamination into the 
system. It will depend on the system you have in your home. The best thing for the residents to do 
is to contact their plumber to see what type of system you have to determine if you need the 
expansion tank.  
He asked if the residents will be sent a notice of time for the installation. 
 
Kim Mazur said yes. He will check some of the questions out and get back to council. 
 
MOTION: Gregory Strubinger second Joanne Klitsch to approve the Davis Bacon wages for the 
water meter project in the amount of $10,000.00 for the compliant survey to be completed by 
Entech Engineering. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Justin Yaich to approve the St. Patrick’s day parade for 
Sunday, March 14, 2010 starting at 1:00 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second John McGuire to approve the 10th & Fern Street stop sign 
ordinance. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Sheckler said there will be a meeting on Tuesday, January 19 with MEM to discuss the lights. 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to re-appoint Buckno, Lisicky & Company as 
the auditor for the Borough 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joanne Klitsch to re-appoint Michael Huber as a zoning 
hearing board member. 
  
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. McGuire asked that we hold on re-appointing the FEMA representatives. He is understands 
Nick Kuzo has resigned. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joseph Marzen to appoint Michael Sofranko as the FEMA 
Borough representative and the alternate will be John McGuire. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to appoint John McGuire as the borough’s 
representative to the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President Yaich said the workshops will be on an as needed basis. 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to allow the American Legion to hold the 
Fourth of July event on July 3, 2010 rain date July 4, 2010. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
POLICE 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joseph Marzen to post the Detective position in the Police 
Dept. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: John McGuire   to post for Sergeants position in the police dept. 
 
QUESTIONS:  
 
Solicitor Nanovic asked is there a sergeants position in the contract now? You should check with 
the union first. 
 



MOTION RECINDED AND WILL BE DISCUSSED BY THE POLICE COMMITTEE. 
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Police Chief Schatz said the sergeant’s position will be posted in the Police dept. The Civil 
Service Commission will give the test and the applicant must have 2 years qualifications for the 
position. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joanne Klitsch to advertise for part time police officers for the 
Police Dept. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. McGuire said the Police Chief agreement, the Police Committee is working on this. 
 
Mr. McGuire said the Policeman’s Ball will be held on February 13, 2010 6:00 to 11:00, $40.00 
per person. 
 
BUILDINGS/PARKS 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joanne Klitsch to allocate the CDBG fund for 2010 to: 
$60,000.00 to the Water  
$10,000.00 for the Sewer for I/I study in town 
$20,264.00 for the handi-cap curbing and intersection repairs throughout town. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Kim Mazur said the generator for the Memorial Park has been bidded out by the County. They 
awarded the bid to Arc Electric amount of $86,775.00. They will be getting the necessary 
paperwork together for the project to start.  
 
Mr. Mason said he would like to discuss some of the invoices for Memorial Park that need to be 
paid. The MCTC loan payment is due tomorrow, he would like this one paid and hold the rest of 
the invoices under the Park. 
He will be sitting down with Linda to discuss everything. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to pay the invoice to the Mauch Chunk Trust 
Company loan amount of $3,613.49 from the General Funds account. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to approve the Committee reports as 
submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second John McGuire to adjourn. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted 
 
 
     Louise McClafferty 
     Borough Secretary 


