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Jim Thorpe Borough Council Meeting 
 

MARCH 10, 2011 

MINUTES 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President John McGuire with the pledge of allegiance and a moment of 
silence for the men and women serving our country. 
 
Roll Call of Members 
 
Joanne Klitsch   Joseph Marzen    John McGuire 
Gregory Strubinger  W. Todd Mason 
Justin Yaich   Kyle Sheckler (s) 
 
Roll Call of Officials 
 
Solicitor James Nanovic  Mayor Michael Sofranko  Manager Johnson 
Police Chief Schatz (a)  Vince Yaich, Water Sup.  Kim Mazur, Entech 
Treasurer Maria Sebelin  Ed Gula, Sewer Sup.   Eugene Mulligan, B/Z 
Fire Chief Diehm (a)  James Trainer, PS Sup.   Boro. Secy. McClafferty 
 
Mayor’s Report 
 
Mayor Sofranko said the monthly report for the meters shows the increase and the meter attendant goes over different 
times during the day. 
- statistics show we are the second busiest town 
- the community watch meetings will start back up this month 
- St. Patrick’s Day parade, the officers will be working along with some assistance from Mahoning, Lehighton, 

Kidder 
- West Broadway there is a parking issue this will be discussed under the public service report 
- He would like to request an executive session to discuss personnel issues. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Louis Hall, JTPC member would like to remind everyone that the Borough is updating the Comprehensive plan and 
also they need another member on the Planning Commission and he would like to know when the meeting is going to 
be held to discuss the new bridge. 
 
Manager Johnson said he will let him know when he has the meeting set up. 
 
Mike Chickarelli, 520 Center Ave., was present to discuss a dilapidated garage in the 500 block of Center Ave, it is 
housing skunks and other animals. He showed council pictures and asked them to help to get something done to this 
property. 
 
Ron Dunbar said he would like to see something done to this property, it is a safety issue. 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Justin Yaich to have Eugene Mulligan move forward with the property 
maintenance code complaint. 
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COMMENTS: 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said the sections for the violation would need to be in the letter. Once the letter is sent, it will go to 
the magistrates for the complaint to be filed. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
Joe Micko said they should contact the animal control. He is concerned with the new bridge. He believes the walking 
bridge should be a separate issue, and suggested they take the sidewalks off of the new bridge to make it not as 
costly. He thinks this should be brought up to Penn Dot. The other issue is at the bottom of the Liberty’s they should 
have traffic warning signs installed that the light will be closer. 
 
Bill Malatak asked if the Commissioner’s responded to the request for money from the parking lot? 
 
President McGuire said we spoke to them today and explained this is a burden to the Police Dept. budget. We did ask 
them to share with the Borough, Chamber of Commerce and the Fall Foliage Festival events. Their response to the 
Borough was they pay to pave and maintain the lot. If they do consider giving the borough money it will be through 
the Hotel tax 
 
Bill Malatak asked if the county pays taxes on that property? 
 
President McGuire said no. 
 
Ed McArdle would like an update on the delinquency money in the water. 
 
Manager Johnson said there is $35,000.00 in delinquency it creeps up in the winter months. Progress has been made 
it was $110,000.00 when he came.  
 
Ed McArdle wanted to know if a lien are still put on properties and is there an active list? 
 
Manager Johnson said yes. 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked if there is a property on 6th street that a resident doesn’t receive a utility bill. 
 
Manager Johnson said we will need the property address to look this information up. 
 
Henry Desrosiers informed council that the American Legion post #304 will be hosting the Veteran’s Day parade this 
year and they are seeking permission from the borough to hold it in Jim Thorpe. 
 
Kathleen Jones spoke about the AARP not being in Jim Thorpe this year. She said they decided to do it in Penn 
Forest this year because of issues getting into the park when they were suppose to be here. 
 
Jake Arner said the Carbon County Chamber of Commerce Builders Association will be doing a Home Garden & 
Business Expo this year on April 30 and May 1, 2001 in the Memorial Park Hall. 
 
Judy Borger informed council that the Borough will be receiving approximately $130,697.00 for 2011 GCBD 
money, $19,937.00 for administration and project $110,760.00. The 2011 money will be used on the following 
projects $60,000.00 will be used on the water improvement and $50,760.00 will be used to pave North Ave from 
Pine Ave. to Chestnut Ave. 
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Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second John McGuire to approve the following 
- Minutes from February 10, 2011  
- the Special Olympics second annual 10K run Monday, May 30, 2011 
-     the American Legion Post 304 Veteran’s Day parade on Sunday, November 6, 2011 at 2:00 
-     exoneration request from Maria Jamison, 616 Lehigh St., she is retired 
-     exoneration request from Charles Jamison, 616 Lehigh St., he is retired  
 

YES  5  ABSTAIN  1 Joanne Klitsch   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
MOTION:  Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to approve the expenditures from all funds for February 2011, as 
presented  
 

YES  5  ABSTAIN  1 Joe Marzen   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
MOTION:  Justin Yaich second Joanne Klitsch to authorize the proper Borough Officials to sign the documents 
necessary to reduce the interest on loan number XXXXXX with the Mauch Chunk Trust Company. (Memorial Hall 
Loan) 
 
 YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
MOTION:  Justin Yaich second Joanne Klitsch to award the Chemical bids for the Water & Sewer plants to: 
- Carusol TM 20 Sodium Permanganate only, 3 drums price $573.10 to Main Pool 
- Chemical Lime, 50 tons $6.69 to Northeast Chemical 
- Dense Soda Ash, 65 tons $12.17 to Northeast Chemical 
- Liquid Chlorine, 50 cylinders $99.00 to Univar 
- Calciquest 50-50 blend only $234.00 to Univar 
- Ferric Chloride Solution 40% technical grade 140, 55 drums $17.40 to Northeast Chemical 
- Sternpac, 30-55 gallon drums $174.90 to Main Pool 
- Sodium Hypo Chlorite solution 15%CL/VOL 14-55 gallon drums $79.20 to Main Pool 
 

YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Joanne Klitsch to approving the resolution establishing Snow Emergency routes 
 

YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Joanne Klitsch to appoint Susan Sterling to the Jim Thorpe Planning Commission, 
term expiring 3/20/2014 
 

YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Joanne Klitsch to appoint Roxanne Long to the Jim Thorpe Zoning Hearing Board 
term expiring 1/20/2012. 
 

YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
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Administration/Finance/Buildings Committee Report 

 
A. Boiler Replacement at Phoenix Fire Dept. Currently this building has oil heat we are getting proposals to 

switch this building to gas heat. 
 

B. Peddling & Soliciting Ordinance. This will be a challenge, currently the permits should not be given out for 
Sunday’s. The questions are does council wish to allow them to vend on Sunday’s? The other thing is council 
should give special consideration for the festivals that go on now. This ordinance needs to be discussed with 
the committee more. 

  
Emergency Service Committee Report 
 

A. Radio Upgrade request submitted to Carbon County. Officer Marzen will be involved with this program. The 
pagers in the fire department also need to be updated they have around 50 of them which will run $25,000.00 
to update. 

 
B. Repair the Police Parking Lot. The Street dept. will put down stone and pave in the spring. 
C. Junior Fireman Issues. Fire Chiefs have the guideline 
D. Police Vehicle Purchase 
 

MOTION: Greg Strubinger second W. Todd Mason to authorize the Borough Manager to order the Police vehicle 
through Kovatch’s price of $32,195.13 
 

YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
E. West Broadway by the Immaculate Conception Church and on Front Street residents have been parking on 

the sidewalk. 
Mayor Sofranko would like the Police Dept. to enforce the ordinance and motor vehicle code with people 
parking on sidewalks. 

  
Public Service & Utilities Committee 
   

A. Well #4 is back in service, this is a 5 year maintenance item for budget purposes. 
B. Flow monitor locations have been established 
C. Kim Mazur spoke about the Water Meter Replacement project. The change order has been submitted to DEP 

not all of the items are directly involved with the change order. The Borough Manager will have to talk to 
Mike Gallagher from Penn Vest to discuss the truck. Council has to come up with a method to install the new 
meters to the residents that did not have them changed.  
In Line Services, said they would charge $138.75 to install the expansion tank and new meter to the 300 
residents that did not have the water meter changed.  
LB Senses would like Nanovic Law office to draw up a 2 year agreement for them to repair the leaking water 
meters. 

D. Kim Mazur spoke about the Slaughter House Creek project the contractor needs his clearances certificates.  
Tony from Popple said they will be in next week to finish the project. 

 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to go into executive session 
 

YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
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Into executive session at 7:53 p.m 
Back from executive session at 8:50 p.m. 
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Adjournment 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joseph Marzen to adjourn. 
 

YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
Adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
  
       Respectfully submitted 
 
 
       Louise McClafferty 
       Borough Secretary 


