
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 11, 2010 

 
 
Meeting held at the Memorial Park hall, 103 East 10th Street, Jim Thorpe, Pa. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Justin Yaich with the pledge of allegiance and 
moment of silence for the men and women serving our country. 
 
Meeting recorded 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
John McGuire   Joseph Marzen  Justin Yaich 
Gregory Strubinger W. Todd Mason 
Kyle Sheckler  Joanne Klitsch 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
Kim Mazur, Entech Ed Gula, Sewer Sup.  Mayor Michael Sofranko 
Louis Hall, JTPC (a) Solicitor James Nanovic  Police Chief Joe Schatz 
Joe Micko, JTPC (L) Eugene Mulligan, Bldg/Z Boro. Secy. McClafferty 
James Trainer, PS Sup. Treasurer Maria Sebelin 
Vince Yaich, Water Sup. Fire Chief William Diehm 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joanne Klitsch to approve the agenda and the minutes from the 
February 11, 2010 meeting. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Sofranko said everyone received a copy of the police report. 
He said they did have a police committee report and he asked everyone to support the requests. 
Other items he would like handled before he leaves: 
1.) Police Chief’s contract 
2.) Hiring of a full time officer for the borough. 
The Police Chief and himself are working on divisions such as: ordinance, traffic and drug 
divisions within the Borough. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joanne Klitsch to hire Justin Sannie as a full time police officer 
for the Borough. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. McGuire said he was number one on the list. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to approve the Police Chief Joseph Schatz’s 
contract. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mayor Sofranko informed everyone that this weekend is the St. Patrick’s day parade in town. He 
asked everyone to enjoy themselves, have fun, behave yourself and there are some new officers in 
town and additional help for the weekend. 
 
APPROVAL OF INVOICES AND ADDITIONAL INVOICES 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to approve the invoices and additional as 
submitted. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Mrs. Klitsch asked about the Memorial Park invoices, we need to discuss this more. We have to 
pay the bills. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSTAIN  1 Joe Marzen 
 
SECOND HEARING FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT MONEY 
 
Ms. Judy Borger informed council that the Borough will be receiving approximately $105,952.00 
in CDBG funds for 2010. The pre-application was filled out requesting the funds to be used on 
the following project: 
- $60,000.00 for the Water improvements on North Street/Broadway & West Broadway project 
- $30,060.00 for the Street improvements for intersections and handi-cap curbing borough wide 
- $15,892.00 for the administration of the grant for the county 
She asked if there were any questions in regards to where the funds will be used? 
 
No one had any questions. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Gregory Strubinger to use the 2010 CDBG funds towards the 
following projects: 
$60,000.00 – Water improvement project North Street and Broadway/West Broadway. 
$30,060.00 – Street improvements handi-cap curb cuts throughout the borough 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Mr. McGuire complimented the county on all the help they provide to the borough’s. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Jim Crossin asked if there are any plans to repair Hill Road. 
 
Jim Trainer said they will be patching and filling in potholes shortly. 
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Jerry Hore, 12 Hill Road said the sound system has improved you should have a microphone for 
the visitor’s. He asked if the street sweeper will be cleaning up hill road? 
 
Geno Duffy, spoke about the Stamp Act, the ordinances, BOCA codes, property restrictions are 
going against the constitution. We need to go in a different direction.  
 
Ken Kuhn said there are skateboarders down on 5th Street, there are about 25-30 kids there daily 
and some of them drive there. He doesn’t want to hear this all summer, he would like something 
done with this. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said the Police dept. is working on this, they are looking at a Skateboarding 
ordinance. The problem is this needs to be written to our borough’s standards.  The next police 
committee meeting we will discuss. You have to let children be children, but parents have to be 
parents.  
 
Curtis Jackson said you should have an ordinance against big wheels. He doesn’t fee the 
ordinance will solve the problem. 
 
Police Chief Schatz said we left the kids at Kemmerer Park and they had a mess, so that was 
closed. There are older women that live in this area, we need to do something. 
 
Sandy Reese said her and here brother were trained by Lucille to do the cook at Memorial Park, 
she would like to know why the waitresses are doing the cooking, why are they being paid more 
and they weren’t trained. She has stuff in the park and she would like this stuff back. She would 
like an explanation and she would like answers. She was told that Todd Mason made that 
decision. 
 
Mr. Mason said fortunately Todd Mason did not make that decision. He would like to handle this 
through the committee. 
 
President Yaich said it is policy that we have, if it is committee you have to go through the 
committee. The committee does not make the calls, we hired someone to run the park events it all 
goes through her. He asked if he set up a committee meeting would you show up. 
 
Sandy Reese yes but she would like to have all of council present at this meeting. 
 
President Yaich said they will set up a committee meeting, write down all your concerns if they 
can’t be addressed with the committee it will then come back to the full board. 
 
Judy William said the borough swept the street downtown are they planning to do the rest of the 
town? 
 
President Yaich said no what was done, we contacted Lehighton Borough, the AOH will be 
paying the bill for the streets being swept. The AOH paid an extra 2 hours to do North Street. 
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Judy Williams said the stop sign by her house has been being run. She would like to included in 
the committee meeting to discuss the park. 
 
John Bernhard said he is here to ask for help from council with his neighbor having piles of junk 
on his front and back porches. This has been going on for 2 years. He is afraid of something 
happening.  
 
President Yaich said the property maintenance code would be able to enforce this. 
 
Joe Micko said the town is loosing recreational area, you have to become proactive to direct an 
area for the youth groups. We have been working on updating the Comprehensive plan. 
 
Mr. McGuire said we discussed a skate park being put in at Kemmerer Park, they destroyed it. It 
is something we have to talk about it. We will discuss this more with the comp plan. 
 
Ken Kuhn complained about the kids skateboarding on 5th Street. 
 
Bill Malatak said Penn Dot needs to widen the roadway in front of Highland Beverage, it is a 
safety hazard. 
 
Jake Arner said what Penn Dot fixed by Highland Beverage the storm drain caved in, they need to 
look at that. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to close the hearing of visitor’s. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
WATER 
 
MOTION: Gregory Strubinger second John McGuire to award the chemical bids to the lowest 
bidders: 
- Carusol TM 20 Sodium Permaganate only 3 drums (more or less) awarded to Main Pool 

Chemical price of 588.65 
- Chemical Lime, 50 tons (more or less) awarded to Northeast Chemicals price of $6.54 
- Dense Soda Ash, 65 tons (more or less) awarded to Northeast Chemicals price of $12.35 
- Liquid Chlorine, 50 cylinders (more or less) awarded to Main Pool Chemicals price of $95.00 
- Calciquest 50-50 blend only 30-30 gallon drums (more or less) awarded to Northeast 

Chemicals price of $244.90 
- Ferric Chloride solution 40% technical grade 140-55 gallon drums (more or less) awarded to 

Univar USA price of $19.30 
- Sternpac, 30-55 gallon drums (more or less) awarded to Main Pool Chemicals price of 

$156.80 
- Socium Hypo-Chlorite solution 15% CL/VOL 14-55 gallon drums (more or less) awarded to 

Main Pool Chemicals price of $81.95 
 

YES  7   NO  0 
     4 



   REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING    3/11/10 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked solicitor Nanovic where do we stand with the lawsuit with Roberts Filters? 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said Marvin Schwartz handled the litigation. We do need action on this. We 
received a contract from Marvin letter dated Feb. 9, 2010. He is asking for approval of this 
agreement. There is a verification fee of $1,200, which we will split with them, we will pay 
$600.00 
 
Kim Mazur said they want to make sure what they are providing to use is for the software is 
current. So they want to verify nothing has been altered and we will split those costs with Roberts 
filters. 
 
MOTION: Gregory Strubinger second W. Todd Mason to approve the agreement from Marvin 
Schwartz fee of $600.00 for verification of the software, the fees will be split with Robert’s 
Filters. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said the water meter replacement project will start April 5, 2010. They will be 
starting on the East side of town. They will be installing the back flow preventor with the meter, 
radio read devise. In Line Services will be sending letter to the residents. The other items that 
needs to be installed the owners home is the thermo expansion tank, they will not install the 
meters unless the tank is installed. 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said new homes now have to have water sprinklers installed in a new single 
family homes, this will be effective January 1, 2011. This will affect some of the current 
ordinances that you have in effect now.  
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second Joanne Klitsch to approve the Jim Thorpe Birthday celebration 
to be held on Saturday, May 15 and Sunday, May 16, 2010 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said he sent out a letter to the owner of the Hill Road property. We are asking for 
conceptual plans for the development of the old castle property. He wants to make sure they are 
going through the right channels. 
 
MOTION:  Kyle Sheckler second Joanne Klitsch to allow Entech engineering to proceed with 
submitting information to NEPA for guiderails work on Packer Hill road. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second W. Todd Mason to appoint Debra Behan to the JT Planning 
commission board. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Kyle Sheckler to approve the contract with Powell, Rogers and 
Speaks for collecting the borough’s delinquent taxes. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked are we having any issues with them? 
 
Mr. McGuire said no. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President Yaich said we will be advertising for a Borough manager, the deadline for the 
applications will be April 21, 2010. 
 
POLICE 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joanne Klitsch to appoint Gregory Strubinger to the Civil 
Service Commission. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. McGuire said we are looking into creating a sergeant’s position. 
 
BUILDINGS 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to sign the contract with Constellation New 
Energy for one year at 7.5327 cents per KWH, they will supply power as listed in the contact. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said the generator at the Memorial Park hall has been put out to bid. This is our 
CDBG money that will be used on this project and Arc Electric was the contractor awarded the 
bid. We spoke about an automatic transfer which will cost an additional $4,800.00 and the county 
does have the money. This is being done with stimulus funds. 
 
SEWER/SANITATION 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said they ordered the dog signs for on the Switchback. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch spoke about the Landfill sampling, this is being reviewed by DEP. 
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Mr. Kim Mazur said at the Sewer plant we are getting price for the sludge pumps. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said we will be getting estimates for I/I work in town. 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said we are addressing items that need to be addressed in the Asset Management 
program. The leveling of one of the classifiers and there has been paint and concrete deterioration 
there. We are going to see if we can get a contractor up to give us prices. 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Kyle Sheckler that the agreement with Dale Ritschard will 
stay at $30.00 a month or he should remove the shed. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said the borough should look at refinancing the long term general obligation 
loan.  
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Gregory Strubinger to approve the Chapter 94 report to be 
submitted when completed by Entech, this is as long as it meets Ed Gula and Kim Mazur’s 
approval. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Gregory Strubinger that Sanitation account will loan General 
funds account $75,000.00 and will be repaid when the tax money comes in. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Fire Chief Diehm said with the recent fires on December 9 & 11, 2009, with smoke detectors not 
working the AOH did a fund raiser and have dedicated and handed out smoke detectors. The 
JTASD will be doing a walk-a-thon to ear mark towards the smoke detectors. 
 
APPROVAL OF REPORTS 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Joseph Marzen to accept the reports as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joseph Marzen to adjourn. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 
     Respectfully submitted 

    Louise McClafferty 
     Borough Secretary 


