
GENERAL PURPOSE MEETING 
 

MARCH 31, 2010 
 
 
 
 

Meeting held at Memorial Park Hall, 103 East Tenth Street, Jim Thorpe, Pa.  18229 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Justin Yaich with the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Meeting recorded. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
Kyle Sheckler   Joanne Klitsch   Justin Yaich 
Joseph Marzen   John McGuire 
W. Todd Mason   Gregory Strubinger 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
James Trainer, PS Sup.  Mayor Michael Sofranko Boro. Secy. McClafferty 
Ed Gula, Sewer Sup.  Kim Mazur, Entech 
 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said the reason for this meeting is to discuss the Water meter replacement grant 
that the Borough had applied for. The meters are 15-20 years old and are in need of replacement 
because as they age they run slow. 
 
A Thermal Expansion tank needs to be installed into every home in town. This prevents the 
pressure build up in a home.  
 
Mr. Kim Mazur informed everyone present that you can install the thermal expansion tank in 
your home yourself and you will not need a permit to do the work.  
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said the borough is installing the back flow preventor with the meter. 
If you have a plumber install the tank they do need to have a Plumbing Permit with the Borough 
in order to do the work. The fee for the plumbers is $50.00. 
 
The Borough will provide a registered plumbers list and it will be placed on the borough’s 
website.  
 
A resident asked if the Borough is going to provide a waiver or a release for the residents that 
don’t want to install the tank in their home. 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said he has to confirm this with the solicitor. 
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Mr. McGuire explained that the current meters have met their life expectancy. At the current time 
our records are not matching with the usage and this needs to be improved, we need to know if 
we are loosing money.  
The water meter and the back flow preventor are no cost to the resident. DEP is requiring the 
expansion tank to be installed in the homes, which is the homeowner’s expense. 
 
 
Resident asked what is the cost for the residents that are on fixed incomes? 
    
Mr. Kim Mazur said the cost is ranging about $130.00 to $180.00.  
 
Question was asked when do the residents have to have the meters installed? 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said in a couple of weeks. If you don’t have the expansion tank installed the 
company will not replace the meter to your home. You have to make arrangements with In Line 
Services once you have the tank in place. 
 
Question was asked will the residents be penalized if they refuse to do this? What is going to be 
done with abandoned houses? 
 
Mr. Strubinger said we have not discussed this. This maybe a legal issue, we will have to check 
with our solicitor.  
 
Question was asked after the East Side is done with the meters installed where will they be 
going? Will they be sending us a notice? 
 
Mr. Mazur said they will be going to the downtown section of town and In Line Services does 
send a notice to the residents. 
 
Question was asked in regards to the placement of the new bridge, the homes on Front Street do 
they need to have the expansion tanks installed in their homes?  
 
Mr. Strubinger said he will need to discuss this issue with the Water Committee. He feels this 
issue may become a safety issue for the homeowners if the tank is not installed in the homes. 
 
Question asked what code are you talking about? 
 
Mr. Mazur said the Standard Plumbing Code. This code brings the household plumbing up to the 
standards, this is mandated by DEP they are enforcing the codes. 
 
Question was asked why all of a sudden does every house have to have this thermal expansion 
tank? 
 
Mr. Mazur said there is always a risk of contaminating the Borough’s water system, this protects 
the safe distribution of the Borough’s water. 
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Question was asked is this a new code? They would like to be shown the letter saying that the 
residents have to install a back blow preventor on their water system. 
 
Mr. Mazur said he can provide a copy of this letter to the residents. 
 
Residents asked about getting onto the auto dialer call list. 
 
Mrs. McClafferty said all you have to do is call into the office with you name, address and phone 
number and we can add you to the caller list. 
 
Resident asked what is the difference between the commercial and residential letters? 
 
Mr. Mazur said the commercial list such as barber shops, dentists they have to have a double 
check back flow preventor installed. This is so the water doesn’t come back into the Borough’s 
water system. 
 
Question was asked why wasn’t this expansion tank included in the grant?  
Will the company be installing a pressure gauge on the homes systems?  
What is the pressure that should be coming into a home? 
 
Mr. Mazur said the pressure fluctuates in the homes. 
 
Question was asked who is responsible if something blows up in your home? 
 
Mr. Mazur said the homeowner is responsible if it is inside your home. 
 
Question was asked Bed & Breakfast are residential but are billed commercial who determines 
this?  
Is there a price difference? 
 
Mr. Mazur said as part as the requirement from DEP that proposes higher usage in water, this is 
determined by council. Yes there is a price difference. 
 
Question asked why is the Borough getting involved in telling people they need to put an 
expansion tank into their homes? 
 
Question was asked where can you find the code? 
 
Mr. Mazur said this can be found in the Borough office.  
 
Resident asked if there an actual law saying we have to do this? 
 
Mr. Mazur said yes, the plumbing code. 
 
Resident asked why can’t they sign a release form? 
 
Mr. Mazur said he has to speak with the solicitor about a release form. 
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MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to go into executive session. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Into executive session at 8:06 p.m. 
Back from executive session at 8:56 p.m. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire that Linda Carlson be discharged as Borough 
employee and manager for the Memorial Park hall effective March 31, 2010. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
  Gregory Strubinger   Justin Yaich 
  Joanne Klitsch 
  Joseph Marzen 
  John McGuire 
  W. Todd Mason 
  Kyle Sheckler 
 
  YES  6     ABSTAIN  1 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second John McGuire that we purchase the Street Sweeper from 
Walnutport Borough amount of $8,500.00. 
 
  YES  6     NO  1 W. Todd Mason 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to adjourn. 
 
  YES  7     NO  0 
 
Adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted 
 
       
       Louise McClafferty 
       Borough Secretary 
 
 


