
REGULAR MEETING 
 

APRIL 10, 2008 
 
 
 

 
 
Meeting held at the Memorial Park Hall, East 10th Street, Jim Thorpe, Pa.  
 
Meeting called to order at 6:45 by President John McGuire with the pledge of allegiance and a 
moment of silence for the men and women serving our country. 
 
Meeting recorded. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
Justin Yaich   W. Todd Mason   John McGuire 
Joseph Krebs   Gregory Strubinger 
Joseph Marzen   Jeremy Melber 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
Vince Yaich, Water sup. Gene Mulligan, Bldg  Police Chief Andrew 
Solicitor James Nanovic  Angelika Forndran, CAI  Ed Gula, Sewer Sup. 
Fire Chief Diehm (L)  Kim Mazur, Entech (A)  Jim Trainer, PS Sup  
Treasurer Marcia Klitsch Mayor Ronald Confer  Boro. Secy. McClafferty  
Frank Marzen, SEO/SWM/Z 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second Justin Yaich to approve the March 13, March 17 & April 2, 
2008 minutes and agenda as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Confer said everyone has the monthly report. The only other thing he has is the police 
department has a vehicle out of service, an officer hit a deer. They probably won’t repair this. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Treasurer Klitsch said she has additional invoices for the park, the total invoices is $6,835.80 
 
APPROVAL OF INVOICES AND ADDITIONAL INVOICES 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second W. Todd Mason to approve the invoices and the additional as 
submitted. 
 
  YES  6   ABSTAIN  1 Joseph Marzen 
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HEARING OF VISITOR’S  
 
Tom Lager, St. Mark’s Church he is present to discuss the Race for Race Street. They would like 
permission to hold this event on July 5, 2008 from 8:30 to 12:00 noon they would like to close 
the road to traffic for the safety of the runners. He thanked everyone for all their help the past 
years and making this a success.  
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second Joseph Marzen to give permission to St. Mark’s Church to 
close Race Street on July 5, 2008 for the Race Street Race. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Margaret Volovski, 110   Silk Street, she would like council to take a look at Pleasant Hill area 
where all the trees were removed, this is washing out. 
 
Mr. Mason said he will get together with Jim Trainer to take a look at this and he will get back to 
them. 
 
All Heaney, 619 South Street, said the water run off from Center Streets comes down his back 
yard and goes into his cellar. He has been complaining about this constantly.  
 
Frank Marzen said they are working on this and they are working on a solution. 
 
Jerry Strubinger said council should get pro-active with the new bridge. This is important, put it 
in the right place for getting in and out of town. 
 
Ed McArdle said the water run off problem, he doesn’t want to see another parking lot in the 
alley where he lives, this is where the problem comes from. 
 
Frank Marzen has been there to this location. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Mr. Marzen doesn’t have anything to report at this time.  
 
Vince Yaich said the fire equipment is fine. 
 
Mr. Marzen said the 4 County Parade he hasn’t heard anything more on as to what they are doing. 
 
SEWER/SANITATION 
 
Mr. Marzen said they had a meeting this past week with DEP to discuss the Act 537 plan.  
 
Angelika Forndran said we met with DEP and they would like a revised update Act 537 plan 
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MOTION: John McGuire second Justin Yaich to authorize Cowan Associates, Inc. to prepare the 
updated/revised Act 537 plans. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
Mr. Krebs said he talked to DEP about this project. He informed him that Jeremy Melber called 
them before we voted on this. 
 
Mr. Melber said they called him and council already voted it on. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
  W. Todd Mason    Joseph Marzen 
  Justin Yaich    Gregory Strubinger 
  Jeremy Melber    Joseph Krebs 
  John McGuire 
 
  YES  4     NO  3 
 
Mr. Marzen said he received a letter today from Wayne Smith representatives from Council said 
they would met with CW Sales, to go over the grinder pumps systems. CW Sales contacted 
Cowan Associates, Inc. for specs they declined to cooperate to provide the information to them.  
As council is aware the residents of Switchback Ridge are opposed to the use of grinder pumps. 
However, in the event that they are stuck with the system currently proposed we would hope that 
council would study the alternatives and use the product that is mostly to accommodate the 
requirements of the system. They request that council give direction to Cowan Associates, to 
provide all specification and plans to CW Sales. 
 
Angelika Forndran said for 2 weeks they have been trying to contact a sales representative to 
come down and talk to them about their pumps. The variety of pumps, grinder pump, etc. We 
didn’t know what pumps they were talking about. She thought they would come to the office and 
see the plans. If you would rather we release the plans, we will do so. They would like all the 
information as to the cost of electrical expense, type of pump etc. 
They did prepare a supplement to the plans as discussed and is in the office for review.  This 
released the information that was recently discussed at the meetings and is in compliance with 
DEP. DEP themselves mentioned the type of pumps we are discussing is used in several 
locations. Rush Township residents have these pumps for over 10 years. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said Mr. Krebs would like to reflect his vote as a no on the last vote. 
 
Angelika Forndran said they did get an administrative approval on the discharge permit from 
DEP for the Sewer plant. 
 
MOTION: Joseph Marzen second Joseph Krebs to line the 5 manhole estimate of $16,000.00 for 
maintenance to the sewer system. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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MOTION: Joseph Marzen second Jeremy Melber to advertise for Liquid Sludge bids. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Ed Gula will be getting price quotes for grouting, they have had complaints from the Courthouse 
of odors of sewer so we are going to look at the pipes and joints to see if they are leaking in that 
area. 
 
WATER 
 
Mr. Melber said we received one bid for the water truck in the amount of $975.00  
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second W. Todd Mason to donate the water truck to the Diligent Fire 
Company. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to award the summer road material bid to 
Lehigh Asphalt Paving & Construction Co. 
- 715 tons (more or less) superpave mix 9.5 mm, plant pick up $50.75 
- 260 tons (more or less) superpave mix 19.0 mm, plant pick up $48.25 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Mason said we have a meeting scheduled for Slaughterhouse creek April 17 we would like to 
move that date to Wed. April 23 or the week after that, Angelika will find out what day is best for 
the residents. 
 
Angelika Forndran said we left a proposal with the solutions for the High Street wall. The tie 
back will not work. They have to do the survey and get all the right of way, road work and other 
design work for the height of the wall. They can proceed if council give authorization. 
 
Mr. Mason said he would like to set up a committee meeting to discuss where the finances will be 
coming from for these repairs. 
 
Mr. Mason said the Civil Service Commission attorney resigned, and the committee appointed 
Carole Walbert as the attorney for the board.  Paul Hoherchak had resigned from the Civil 
Commission. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Jeremy Melber to advertise for the Civil Service Commission 
member.  
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to exonerate Mark Heydt from paying the 
occupational taxes. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mrs. McClafferty informed the public that we had a power outage last week and we lost the 
server. Everything was recoup but the Enhance program. We lost 9 months worth of utilities, that 
the girls will have to reinstall into the computer. The next bill will probably be late. 
 
POLICE 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second W. Todd Mason to put the 1999 car 83 Crown Vic out for 
bids. 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second John McGuire to approve the agreement with Signal Service 
for the traffic light maintenance. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second John McGuire to approve the Mauch Chunk Historical Society 
pending the sign the agreement with the police department 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second W. Todd Mason to approve the DUI agreement with Blue 
Mountain Health care, the Borough is responsible for recouping the fees. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second Justin Yaich to hire Richard Pagliara as a part time officer for 
the police department. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second W. Todd Mason to terminate Todd Leslie from the Jim 
Thorpe Police Department. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
Mr. Yaich asked what is going to happen with the dog? 
 
Mr. Melber said that is a lost cause. He said due to discrepancies on his time cards over a 7-
month period that is why they are making this recommendation 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
  Joseph Marzen  Gregory Strubinger 
  John McGuire  Joseph Krebs – to many unanswered questions 
  Jeremy Melber       
  Justin Yaich 
  W. Todd Mason 
 
  YES  5   NO  2 
 
Mr. Melber asked council to restrain from commenting to the press. 
 
BUILDINGS/PARKS 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second John McGuire to adopt the ordinance approving the Zoning 
Board members to be a 5 member board. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Jeremy Melber to appoint George Stoffa to the one full time seat 
on the Zoning Board. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Krebs said he has no problem with this, but someone should have talked to Richard Leffler. 
 
President McGuire said he did ask him to apply for that job and he did not. He did say if he is an 
alternate for this board he does not want to be on the board. He took this as his resignation 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Jeremy Melber to appoint August Long to a full time seat on the 
zoning hearing board. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second John McGuire to appoint Louis Hall to the Planning 
Commission. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to approve the Resolution for the planning 
modules for Mauch Chunk Estates subdivision plans. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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MOTION: Justin Yaich second Jeremy Melber to approve the bid from Modern Precast Concrete 
for the bathrooms at Memorial Park price of $58,759.00 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked where are they going to be put? 
 
Mr. Yaich said over by the Borough garage and will be hooked up to city sewer. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to approve Cowan Associates to draw up the 
specs and advertise for Memorial Park pavilion repairs. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Yaich said this will be covered by our insurance company Brown & Brown Insurance. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Yaich said the 4th of July event will be held on Saturday, July 5, 2008. 
 
Mr. Yaich said the contract has been signed for the $500,000.00 grant for the new Borough/Police 
offices. They are going to have a building committee meeting on Saturday to discuss the plans. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire that council supports and approve the 
advertising for the Western Carbon County Comprehensive Plan to get proposals from planners. 
 
COMMENTS:  
 
Angelika said if we don’t get the grant money we will not move forward on this project. What 
this does is they look at traffic issues, zoning issues, use of lands, etc. it’s to see where you would 
like to see land protected. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President McGuire said we did hire Ammon Hontz to do the health inspections in the Borough. 
He is a nurse, he does the inspection of all the restaurants in town. He will be working with the 
Dept. of Agriculture to report them to the state. They will provide us with the program. We will 
need to discuss which computer we will use to download this information. We may look into 
purchasing a laptop for this purpose and to look into the program for Mr. Krebs. We are going to 
have a meeting with Ammon. 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Jeremy Melber to authorize Cowan Associates, to draw up the 
specs for the gazebo at the Memorial Park. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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Solicitor Nanovic said last month we spoke about the carriages house at Kemmerer Park. Ben 
Walbert said he was going to contact the Kemmerer trust. He has not heard anything else. 
 
Mr. Yaich said just note that Kemmerer Park is closed until further notice. 
 
APPROVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Jeremy Melber to approve the committee reports as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joseph Marzen to adjourn. 
   
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted 
 
 
     Louise McClafferty 
     Borough Secretary 


