
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

JUNE 11, 2009 
 
 
 
 

Meeting held at the Memorial Park Hall, 103 East 10th Street, Jim Thorpe, Pa.  18229 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President John McGuire with the pledge of allegiance and 
a moment of silence. 
 
Meeting recorded. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
Joseph Marzen   Gregory Strubinger   John McGuire 
Joseph Krebs   Justin Yaich  
W. Todd Mason   Jeremy Melber 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
Kim Mazur, Entech  Jim Trainer, PS Sup.  Mayor Ronald Confer (a) 
Treasurer Maria Sebelin  Ed Gula, Sewer Sup.  Solicitor James Nanovic 
Police Chief Andrew (a)  Joseph Micko, JTPC  Boro. Secy McClafferty 
Eugene Mulligan, Bldg/Z Louis Hall, JTPC 
Vince Yaich, Water Sup. Fire Chief Diehm 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joseph Krebs to approve the agenda and the minutes from the 
May 14 and May 27, 2009 council meetings. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Nothing to report this evening. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Treasurer Sebelin said she has 2 invoices that are under the Public Service and should be under 
Sewer for payment, they are Lehighton Napa $194.23 and Remaly $69.50 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
MOTION: Joseph Krebs second Jeremy Melber to approve the Treasurer’s report as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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   REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING    6/11/09 
 
   
APPROVAL OF INVOICES AND ADDITIONAL INVOICES 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joseph Krebs to approve the invoices and the additional 
invoices as submitted with the changes. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSTAIN  1 Joseph Marzen 
 
HEARING OF VISITOR’S  
 
Bill Gushue, from Boy Scout Troop #555, said his Eagle Scout project was repairing the snack 
stand at the Memorial Park.  
 
President McGuire presented him with a plaque for all his hard work repairing the snack stand. 
 
Louis Hall said the JTPC has reviewed the tree ordinance and would like council to consider 
adopting. 
 
President McGuire said this will be discussed under Administration 
  
Mark Reitz said he was in Harrisburg, they did say this building at 529 North Street was 
grandfather for the handi-cap ramp.   
He spoke about he property located at 13 Alpine Lane, he had the soil & erosion plans, storm 
water plans, etc. no erosion leaves that property. There are two properties that you can see the 
pipes they stick right out.  
 
President McGuire said they had to get building permits, they had to get the S&E plans. They 
have to have the erosion plans before they can get a building permit. These are the rules the State 
put forward for the Borough. We have to follow the rules. We will have to check into this. 
 
Les Lahm, 94 Center Avenue he explained the situation with the parking problem in the 100 
block of Center Avenue because of parking only being on one side of the road. He asked council 
if the street dept. would be able to paint the parking spots on the street? He believes this will 
create one or two more parking spots in this area if painted off. 
 
Mr. Mason said the street dept. will be up there tomorrow to check it out. 
 
Jake Arner said the tree ordinance that has been given to council is the same ordinance that 
council rejected last month. That is too strict, he is opposed to that ordinance. He asked council to 
come up with a reasonable tree ordinance.  
 
Ken McArdle said the Diligent Fire Company applied for a grant to buy a new fire truck. They 
are asking council to help them with the repairs to the floor at the Diligent Fire Company 
building. They are repairing the monument by the Diligent Fire Company, they will be having a 
dedication there and they will notify council when this will happen. 
 
Mr. Yaich said he is aware of the floor repairs and will discuss with the building committee. 
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EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Mr. Marzen said he has nothing to report this evening. 
 
Fire Chief Diehm said there was just a meeting with the Comp Plan committee. We discussed a 
few of our concerns. There are problems at the Lehigh Gorge. We are asking council to enact an 
ordinance to cover the costs that are incurred by the Fire company when we go to help save 
someone that had a rafting incident. He feels the rafting should be responsible for getting people 
on and off the river. He explained that the Phoenix Fire Company just received a grant and they 
put that money into equipment for rescues, that money could have been used on other items that 
were needed by the department. 
He asked council and the solicitor to review the ordinances they have from Kidder Township and 
Penn Forest. 
 
Mr. Krebs said over 20 years ago we spoke about the amusement tax. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said he will check into this. 
 
Fire Chief Diehm said the Diligent Fire Company will be holding a Golf Tournament. He wants 
to make everyone aware the apparatus is all paid for by fundraisers, the ladder truck is the only 
vehicle that the Borough helped pay for. He asked everyone to continue their support with their 
fundraiser each year. 
 
SEWER/SANITATION 
 
Mr. Marzen said the appeal to DEP we still don’t know where we sit with this. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said this is still pending, it has not been withdrawn yet. 
 
Mr. Marzen said the Sewer project on Reservoir Road and Switchback Ridge is almost complete. 
The street part has been completed. 
 
Ed Gula said Penn Dot final inspection, we haven’t heard anything. People are connecting to the 
sewer system.  
 
MOTION: Joseph Marzen second Jeremy Melber to approve the change order dated June 9, 
2009 for the Sewer project on Switchback Ridge, White Lane, Chipmunk Trail and Center 
Avenue amount of $27,912.00. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Marzen said the sewer project the residents have 90 days to connect to the sewer system. 
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WATER 
 
Mr. Melber said last month we had a meeting to discuss the water meter replacement project 
grant that has been applied for by Entech.  
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
MOTION:  W. Todd Mason second Justin Yaich to advertise for ID #2 and cold patch materials. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Jeremy Melber to advertise the street paving project for 
2009. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Mason said the Liquid Fuels balance went towards the re-paving of Switchback Ridge. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joseph Krebs to adopt the Resolution for the escalator clause 
for the bituminous materials. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Jeremy Melber to allow the Anthracite Triathlon to be held 
on July 19, 2009 starting at 7:30 am at the Mauch Chunk Lake park. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Mason said there will be a meeting tomorrow morning to discuss the emergency wall repairs 
on High Street. They are to start on June 15, 2009. 
 
Mr. Mason said the MEM program has about 98% of the project completed. They will be coming 
in next week to do some training. 
 
Kim Mazur said the Slaughterhouse Creek they have started to do the final design. 
He said Entech is preparing the next section of High Street wall repairs (123-127 High Street). 
They have a surveying crew out and then they will draw up the designs. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to approve Entech Engineering work order 
Asset Management Study at a cost of $15,000.00 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Mason feels this would be good, we take recommendations from our supervisors. 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked if this will identify what we will have to do before it happens.  
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION:  John McGuire second Justin Yaich to approve the following people to be exonerated 
from paying the occupational taxes: Lorraine Logue- retired, Kathleen Gallagher-retired, Sasha 
Sennott –housewife, Jill Perry-retired, and Ellen Herman-retired. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President McGuire said the Teamster’s contract is up on December 31, 2009. The Administration 
use to handle this, he would like to form a committee, he would like the heads of the committees 
to deal with the negotiation on this. He would like to have Todd- Street chairman, Joe Marzen-
Sewer chairman and Jeremy Melber-Water chairman. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joseph Krebs to announce to the public that the General Codes 
are available for review in the Borough office and to advertise the General Codes for the August 
council meeting. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President McGuire said he has been attending COG meetings, this is with Summit Hill, Lansford, 
and Coaldale, and we are trying to save money for everyone. This is to purchase paper products, 
etc.  He informed everyone that these meeting are held on the 1st Monday of every month and 
asked someone from council to attend this meeting with him. 
 
President McGuire said last month Dale Fredenberg was present to discuss the Façade Grant for 
the Borough. He asked for a volunteer from council to sit on this board. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to appoint Jolene Evans, Bob Stevenson and 
Dale Fredenberg to the Façade Grant committee. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
POLICE 
 
Mr. Melber said he applied for the 3 years COPS grant. The Police Chief will be retiring and they 
will be looking to do the Civil Service testing. 
He also applied for the bullet proof vest grant also. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic spoke about the open records policy. This will be a resolution that council will 
adopt. He thought a committee was going to go through and get the list of items that can be 
discarded. 
 
Louis Hall, JTPC member presented council with the tree-cutting ordinance. 
 
Mr. Mason said this is the same as what we rejected a few months ago. The chart is the same, 
wording, etc. is all the same.  
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Louis Hall said they are trying to show they have some dialog with council. They want to move 
forward and get direction from council. 
 
Mr. Mason said what we need to do is sit with the planning commission members to discuss this 
issue. 
 
BUILDINGS 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to go into executive session. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Into executive session at 7:50 p.m. 
Back at 8:35 p.m. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Jeremy Melber to send the 60 day notice to Dave Rimsky 
regarding the lease for the Borough and Police offices. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Joseph Krebs to expand the Jim Thorpe Planning Commission 
board to a 7 members. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President McGuire said the Mauch Chunk Rod & Gun Club is looking for a donation for their 
100th anniversary.  
 
Mr. Mason recommended we do an in-kind match with them.  
 
Mr. Yaich said the bathrooms at the park have been made handi-cap accessible. This park has 
been remulched. This is all thanks to the Street dept. 
 
Mr. Yaich said the 4th of July event will be held on July 4 rain date Sunday, July 5, 2009 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to transfer $15,000.00 from the General Funds 
account to the Memorial Park account. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President McGuire said the Park is to reimburse the General Funds for the money that has been 
borrowed, we will have to set up a payment plan. 
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APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Jeremy Melber to accept the committee reports as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Jeremy Melber to adjourn. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted 
 
 
     Louise McClafferty 
     Borough Secretary 




