
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

JULY 8, 2010 
 
 
 

Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, 103 East Tenth St., Jim Thorpe, Pa. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Justin Yaich with the pledge of allegiance and a 
moment of silence for the men and women serving our country. 
 
Meeting recorded. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
W. Todd Mason   Gregory Strubinger  Justin Yaich 
Joanne Klitsch   Kyle Sheckler 
John McGuire   Joseph Marzen 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
Vince Yaich, Water sup  Fire Chief Diehm (a)  Joe Micko, JTPC (a) 
Ed Gula, Sewer sup.  Mayor Michael Sofranko James Trainer, PS sup. 
Solicitor James Nanovic (v) Police Chief Schatz  Boro. Secy. McClafferty 
Eugene Mulligan, B/Z  Kim Mazur, Entech 
Treasurer Maria Sebelin (v) Louis Hall, JTPC 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to make a correction on page 4 of the June 10, 
2010 council meeting minutes the second to the motion should be W. Todd Mason and approve 
the agenda as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Sofranko informed everyone that they received a copy of the police report and asked if 
there are any questions on the report. 
He informed everyone that they have been having inner departmental meeting and out of that 
each of the full time officers have been designated to handle one of the following: 
1.) traffic control  2.) community watch  3.) gangs  4.)drugs  5.) lights & ordinances  
We are hoping to improve where we are lacking. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said the other item tonight before council is an officer’s name that will be 
presented for Sergeant’s position. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said they have part time officers that are not available for shifts so they are 
looking for a part time officer. He is aware that the budget is tight but this is necessary. 
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Mayor Sofranko discussed the parking meters being changed to $.25 a half-hour. He asked 
council what direction does council want him to take on the hours of enforcement? 
 
Mr. McGuire said the Police Committee should discuss this. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said all of council received a copy of the Skate Boarding ordinance to review 
and discuss. He spoke about the loading zone on Broadway he said he would speak with Gene 
about how this is handled. 
 
Police Chief Schatz presented council with the new patch they will have on the Police officers 
uniforms. They are looking at redoing the badges also. 
He informed everyone that the 4th of July traffic ran smoothly. 
 
Police Chief Schatz said the 6 full time officers have been doing Drug Task enforcement and we 
have incurred reimbursement from the Attorney Generals office. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
President Yaich said everyone received a copy of the Treasurer’s report.  
 
Mrs. Klitsch said she does have some questions on some line items 
-Administration expenses #405.13 Jim Thorpe Summer Program wages? 
 
Mrs. McClafferty informed everyone that they reimburse the borough for the wages to run the 
program, their payroll is run through the Borough’s. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch asked under the Buildings expenses #409.48 we are over budget. 
 
Borough Secretary McClafferty said she would have to look this up to be able to tell her why 
these expenses are over budgeted. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said she did notice that our engineering fees are over budget. 
 
Mr. Kim Mazur said the borough should be reimbursed for some of the engineer fees for the 
generator. 
 
Mr. McGuire asked about the Liquid Fuels number. 
 
Borough Secretary McClafferty said that number should be $97,186.71 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to approve the Treasurer’s report as 
submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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APPROVAL OF INVOICES AND ADDITIONAL 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second W. Todd Mason to table the payment to MEM 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Gregory Strubinger second W. Todd Mason to approve the invoices and the 
additional as submitted. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0   ABSTAIN  1 Joe Marzen 
 
 
HEARING OF VISITOR’S 
 
Mike Guy, Carbon County Chamber of Commerce presented the Borough with a check in the 
amount of $350.00. This is to change the meters to a half-hour for $.25 
 
Mr. McGuire said they will include the Chamber of Commerce in on this. The traffic safety for 
loading and unloading for business will have to be discussed by the committee. 
 
Tom Diehm said the Flagstaff Road is really bad, he wanted to know if this is going to be 
repaired? 
 
Mr. Sheckler said this road will be done next year, we are going to fix the potholes for now. 
 
Geno Duffy said you see the problems this country is in. He invited everyone to an open meeting 
that will be held on July 24, 2010.  
 
Ed McArdle would like an update on what is owed to the water, sewer & garbage account. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said the 90 plus days was $192,000.00 as of today that is at $95,000.00. This has 
decreased. People know they have to pay up in 10 days from the shut off notice or they will be 
shut off. 
 
Bill Malatak asked if the dumping at the School District was checked into. 
 
Gene Mulligan said he was there with Jim Trainer this is clean fill. He suggested he go to the 
School District to file his complaint. 
 
Bill Malatak said when a hiker is injured at the Glenn Onoko does the borough get anything for 
that? 
 
President Yaich said he believes the Fire Chief Bill Diehm was looking into this. 
 
Jerry Strubinger said the County received $4 million dollars to work at the Packerton Yards. You 
should recommend to them the need to revert he traffic in town. Run the traffic down along the 
river. He also said the Borough should be proactive with the traffic to help the Borough out. 
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Mr. McGuire suggested to him that he attend a Comp Plan meeting because these are interest that 
need to be addressed in this plan. We have the HAZ MAT program that the County is addressing 
right now. All of these programs are open to the public. The Railroads are owned by private 
individuals they are not negotiable they are not interested in selling. We need resources 
 
Hank Holland said on Main Street & Canal Street he would like to know if council could take the 
“Watch Children Playing” sign out of Paul Yaich’s yard and place it up further by his place. This 
may slow the people down on the roadway, he asked about placing a “No Outlet” sign in this area 
also. He asked if a 25 MPH sign could be placed by the Irish Cemetery.  
 
Mr. Sheckler said they will look into putting more speed limit signs for this area. 
 
Maggie Holland said she submitted subdivision plans for her property at 424 Center Avenue and 
is looking for council’s approval. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joanne Klitsch to approve the subdivision plans for Marg 
Holland at 424 Center Avenue 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Ed Gula asked about the garage getting connected to the sewer line? He said she is aware of the 
sewer extension costs. 
 
Mr. McGuire said she is going to tie in on Center Avenue. 
 
Kim Mazur said you should see if the sewer services for that property is capable to service this 
property. 
 
MOTION RECINDED BY W. Todd Mason and Joanne Klitsch 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joanne Klitsch to approve the subdivision plans for Marg 
Holland’s property at 424 Center Ave. That notes are included on the map stating that the 
property owner is responsible to connect to the sewer system at their expense. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Ed Gula said someone from the Planning Commission should contact the water and sewer depts. 
to make sure there are services available. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Joseph Marzen to close the hearing of the visitor’s  
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason that the President of council, Justin Yaich be 
authorized to sign the Penn Vest documents. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to approve the Resolution for the 
Comprehensive plan with Lansford, Summit Hill, Penn Forest Township and Jim Thorpe. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
President Yaich said we didn’t receive any letters of interests for the position that are available on 
the Zoning Hearing board and the International Property Maintenance Code board. If anyone 
knows someone that is interested in volunteering their time send them our way. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to hire Wesley Johnson as the Borough 
Manager at a salary of $54,000.00 plus benefits and his start date will be August 2, 2010. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Mason said the final detail for his contract will be with the Manager committee, myself, Greg 
& John along with the solicitor. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said she is happy with the choice, they took a long hard look. She is impressed with 
Wesley, she feels his background with the financial end will help the Borough. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
  Gregory Strubinger 
  Joanne Klitsch 
  Joseph Marzen 
  Justin Yaich 
  John McGuire 
  Kyle Sheckler 
  W. Todd Mason 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Mr. Marzen said he has nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said he has concerns with all the rescues at the Glenn. He wanted to know if there 
was ever anything adopted for reimbursement to the Fire Company. He thinks the committee 
should look into this. 
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Mayor Sofranko said when Jim Thorpe gets called that is actually Nesquehoning’s territory. We 
have a mutual aid agreement with them. We work with DCNR, when we have an arrest up at the 
Glenn we get the reimbursed. 
 
SEWER/SANITATION 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said the agreement for Rosemarie Peiffer. Kim suggested we wait to hear from the 
developer on this. 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second W. Todd Mason to award the well abandonment bids for to 
Duane Moyer Well Drilling a price of $6,564.00 with any extra materials that will be needed the 
total will be under $10,000.00 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSTAIN  1 Greg Strubinger 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said the Sewer Dept will be receiving it final check from Penn Vest for the sewer 
project about $51,000.00 
 
Ed Gula said Rotor Rooter has been in cleaning the lines along the Switchback. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second Greg Strubinger to award the Street Resurfacing Project to 
Lehigh Asphalt Paving & Construction amount of $73,961.30 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second Joanne Klitsch to allow St. John’s Church in the Heights close 
the 300 block of South Avenue for bible school the week of July 12 to July 16, 2010 from 6-8 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second John McGuire to award A.R. Popple the Slaughterhouse Creek 
bid. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
Mrs. Klitsch asked if this is grant money. 
 
Mr. Mazur said this is a match with the Borough not 100% grant money. 
 
Boro. Secy. McClafferty said we can use the street departments time, engineering fees, my time 
etc. on this as the In Kind Match. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Mazur said the High Street Wall project they have to apply the coloring to the wall to 
complete this project and the paving in front of the wall then it will be complete. 
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Mr. Sheckler read the thank you letter from St. Mark’s Church for the Race Street Race. 
 
Mr. Mazur said he received an email for 2009-2010 Gaming Grant. The application period is 
open from July 1 to September 30, 2010. There is no local match. 
 
Mr. McGuire said he would like Wesley Johnson, the manager to look into this. 
 
BUILDINGS/PARKS 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Kyle Sheckler to allow the Memorial Park to borrow 
$15,000.00 from the General Funds account. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said this is a thorn in her side, she hates taking money from General Funds to pay 
the bills at the Memorial Park. 
 
Mr. Mason said he is getting an appraisal on the hall with all the contents. He is hoping to have 
this report within 30 days. 
 
  YES  6   NO  1 Joanne Klitsch 
 
Mr. Mazur said the generator at the hall they are doing the final wiring. The are waiting for the 
fuel, this generator will power the entire building. Some of this money is CDBG funds along with 
Stimulus money. He believes the Borough should be able to get reimbursed for the engineering 
fees. 
 
WATER 
 
Mr. Strubinger said on the Water Meter Project there have been 750 meters that have been 
replaced to date.  
 
MOTION: Gregory Strubinger second John McGuire to pay In Line Services $107,217.00 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mr. Mazur said the Water Meter Replacement project they would like to get the commercial 
buildings like the  schools done before school starts back up in the fall.  
 
Mr. Strubinger said the back flow preventor – expansion tanks, we may have some residents that 
won’t install the tanks. The Water Committee needs to discuss and determine the course of 
actions for those that don’t want the tanks.  
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POLICE 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Kyle Sheckler to hire James Danner as a part time police 
officer for the Police Dept. 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked where is he employed? Is he going to be available? 
 
Police Chief Schatz said he is the Police Chief in East Penn Township & he will be available the 
hours that we need him. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said they are running short to fill shifts with the part timers. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joanne Klitsch to approve the addendum to the Police contract 
adding the Sergeant’s position. 
   
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Gregory Strubinger to appoint Micheangelo Bokeko to the 
Sergeant’s position for the Jim Thorpe Police Dept. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Joseph Marzen to approve the committee reports as submitted. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Kyle Sheckler to go into executive session to discuss personnel 
matters. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Into executive session at 8:20 pm 
Back from executive session at 8:40 
 
MOTION: w. Todd Mason second Kyle Sheckler to approve Justin Yaich to give up the council 
President’s seat. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Mayor Sofranko asked for nominations for the council President’s seat. 
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Kyle Sheckler nominated John McGuire for the president seat second by W. Todd Mason 
 
No other nominations for the council President seat. 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second W. Todd Mason to appoint John McGuire to the President seat 
for council. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Kyle Sheckler to accept the resignation from John McGuire 
as the Vice President of council. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Joseph Marzen nominated Justin Yaich for the Vice-President of council seat second W. Todd 
Mason 
 
No other nominations for the Vice-President seat 
 
MOTION: Joseph Marzen second W. Todd Mason to appoint Justin Yaich to the Vice-President 
seat for council. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Kyle Sheckler second Joseph Marzen to adjourn. 
 
  YES  7   NO  0 
 
Adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
      Louise McClafferty 
      Borough Secretary 


