
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

AUGUST 12, 2010 
 
 
 

Meeting held in the Memorial Park hall, 103 East Tenth St. Jim Thorpe, Pa. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President John McGuire with the pledge of allegiance and 
a moment of silence for the men and women serving our country. 
 
Meeting recorded. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
Joanne Klitsch   Joseph Marzen   John McGuire 
Gregory Strubinger  Justin Yaich (a) 
Kyle Sheckler   W. Todd Mason 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
Wesley Johnson, Manager Mayor Michael Sofranko James Trainer, PS Sup. 
Solicitor James Nanovic  Police Chief Schatz  Vince Yaich, Water Sup. 
Eugene Mulligan, B/Z (a) Kim Mazur, Entech  Ed Gula, Sewer Sup. 
Treasurer Maria Sebelin  Louis Hall, JTPC  Boro. Secy. McClafferty 
Fire Chief Diehm  Joe Micko, JTPC 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA 
 
MOTION: Joanne Klitsch second Gregory Strubinger to approve the July 8 and August 3, 2010 
minutes and the agenda as submitted. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Sofranko said everyone received a copy of the police report. 
He discussed changing the parking meter ordinance and enforcing the ordinance the way it is 
stated. He would like council to give them direction on how they would like this enforced. They 
are going to enforce the parking meters they way the have been in the past. 
He would like to Police committee’s recommendations on how to handle this. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said he passed the skateboarding ordinance onto council to review and discuss 
what they would like done. He would like the police committee to discuss this matter.  
 
Mayor Sofranko said he received a stop sign request from residents in the 600 block of South St. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said the meter maid/secretary will be resigning effective September 7, 2010. 
They will be working on the job description and then they would like to advertise. 
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Police Chief Schatz said he is concerned with the speeding on Race St. right now the speed limit 
is 25 mph he would like to reduce the speed limit to 10-15 MPH, this is for safety reasons that he 
would like to reduce the speed limit. 
 
Police Chief Schatz said a realtor is requesting to purchase parking spots in the lot that the 
Borough owns on West Broadway. They are willing to pay $40.00 a month. He said the problem 
is we have a list of people that have been on the waiting list for years. He doesn’t feel this is fair 
to those people. 
 
Police Chief Schatz would like council’s recommendation on loosing another parking space at the 
corner of Quarry Street & Broadway. 
 
Police Chief Schatz said Officer Marzen and Schrantz had a foot chase today. There was a 
fugitive wanted in 3 counties, they apprehended him and now he is in the Carbon County Prison. 
He complimented his men on a good job. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said Jamie & Bill Solomon are involved with the Community Watch this 
program has been running very well. 
 
Mayor Sofranko said he received a letter from Bill Schwab he is interested in being legal council 
for the Jim Thorpe lawsuit and council received another letter of interest from a firm from the 
Philadelphia area. Attorney Schwab will do this pro-bono. 
 
Police Chief Schatz presented the prior Chief of Police Barry Andrew with a plaque for his year 
of dedication to the Borough. 
 
Barry Andrew stated has a lot of good memories, he thanked council and he stated this last group 
of police officers was the best group to work with. He thanked everyone. 
 
HEARING OF VISITOR’S  
 
Linda Capozello gave a short presentation on the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. They would like to 
do a fundraiser and use the Memorial Park next year. 
 
President McGuire suggested they try to work with the Carbon County Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Bart Springer, Albright Mansion would like to transfer a liquor license to his business at 66 
Broadway, this license will be transferred from Lansford. He would like to request that this 
hearing be held at the September council meeting. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic informed council that he is doing this on his own, he does not have an attorney. 
He will be doing the advertising and will come to council with a resolution for council to 
approve. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch asked is this is for a bar or is it just for lunches and dinners? 
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Bart Springer said this is so that the people that have reservation will be allowed to have a drink 
with their dinners. The main reason for this is because he has had reservation and people have 
cancelled due to him not having a liquor license.  
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to hold the public hearing for Bart Springer’s 
request for a liquor license transfer. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
Bill Solomon was present to discuss the recent letter that was sent out by the Borough office in 
regards to turning the water off. He had his meter changed on July 28, 2010 and received a notice 
that he had to have this work done.  
He does not feel this is fair to the residents that live on the West and Heights section of town.  
The residents just received the post card to inform them that they must have the expansion tank 
placed on their heating system. He asked why waste the time and money to send these notices 
out, council won’t follow through with it. All you are doing is scaring some of the residents. 
 
President McGuire said they are working on the mistakes, and we are trying to treat all the 
residents the same. We have to follow the rules, if we have to shut off the resident’s water we 
will. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said we held a special meeting on August 3, 2010 with In Line Services. They had 
two crews that were in working replacing the water meters and they had to cut back to a one man 
crew because people were not making arrangements with them once they had their expansion 
tanks on their systems. There are a sizeable number of residents that do not have the expansion 
tanks on their systems. We need to get this project done and we need a way to get the project 
done. All the residents will have to have the meter replaced in order for this project to be 
completed. 
 
Bill Solomon spoke about his water pressure at his home being very slow. 
 
President McGuire said the developer installed the wrong size water line in that area and he was 
informed he had to change that pipe and he told us he wouldn’t. 
He said the changing of the water pipe would need to be discussed by the Water Committee. 
 
Theresa Kattner said some of the residents received this notification and they have their 
expansion tanks in and have had the meters changed. 
 
Manager We Johnson informed everyone that this list was provided to the borough by In Line 
Services. He asked that the residents make arrangements with In Line Services once they have the 
expansion tank installed. 
 
Council apologized to the residents that received this notification by mistake. 
 
Louis Hall informed everyone that there was a meeting scheduled for August 17, this needs to be 
rescheduled for August 24, 2010. This meeting is with the Planning, Council and the Zoning 
members to discuss the overlay amendment to the zoning ordinance. 
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Curt Jackson asked council since they will be discussing the cable mountain venture and this has 
to go before the zoning board shouldn’t they stay away. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said the zoning hearing board should not say a word because they may have to 
rule on this in the future. They shouldn’t question but they can be present. 
 
Ken Kuhn asked where does council stand with the skateboarding ordinance? 
 
President McGuire said this would be discussed under the Police Committee. 
 
Bill Malatak said the request for a stop sign at 6th and South Street, what is the need for it? 
 
President McGuire said this will be discussed by the Police Committee and we will bring it back 
to council next month to vote on it. 
 
Bill Malatak asked if the Borough receives any money from the county for the parking lot or if 
we receive hotel tax money? Do we receive any money for the tourism in town 
 
President McGuire said no we don’t receive anything from the County, we talked about the 
Amusement tax. 
 
Ed McArdle said you should let the general public know what is going on with the water project. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said we sent out over 700 letter, there are still about 900 residents that have to 
have the meters installed, the total meters that will be replaced is about 1700. We did have a 
special meeting to discuss this project on August 3, 2010. 
 
Jake Arner asked if the regular Planning Commission meeting will be postponed? 
 
President McGuire said yes. 
 
Jake Arner said there is a water tank booster system that Mr. Solomon can look into. 
 
Mayor Sofranko discussed the horse and buggy on Broadway. 
 
Bill Diehm spoke about his concerns if there is ever a fire and the safety hazard the Horse and 
Buggy has created on Broadway. 
 
Mr. Mason asked manager Johnson to contact the county commissioners to discuss the horse and 
buggy over town. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Mr. Marzen did not have anything to report. 
 
Fire Chief Diehm said they held a walk-a-thon at the LB Morris and they raised $1,600.00. This 
money will be used to purchase smoke alarms to hand out to the town residents. 
     4 



   REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING    8/12/10 
 
 
 
 
Fire Chief Diehm said the Diligent Fire Company will be holding their dedication ceremony on 
August 28, 2010 for the new piece of equipment. There will be a small parade. 
 
SEWER/SANITATION 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said Moyer’s Well Drilling will be closing the wells at the Landfill on Aug. 16, 2010 
 
Kim Mazur said he met with Ed Gula to discuss some of the sewer project that need to be done at 
the sewer plant. He would like to get council’s recommendation to do the clarified work there. 
 
WATER 
 
Mr. Strubinger said we had a meeting on 8/3/10 to discuss the water meter replacement project. 
We need to get on track with the project. He asked that once the residents have the expansion 
tank installed on their system that they contact In Line Services to replace the meter by August 
31, 2010. He asked that the office staff keep a list of people that received the letter in error. 
 
Mr. Mason asked that this list be sent by email to council so they can review the list.  
 
Mr. Strubinger stated at some point and time they have to comply and get on board so we can get 
the project completed. 
 
MOTION: Gregory Strubinger second Joanne Klitsch to approve application #4 to In Line 
Services for the water meter replacement project amount of $126,922.50 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
MOTION: Kyle Sheckler second W. Todd Mason to approve application #3 to Nimaris 
Construction for the High Street wall repairs amount of $86,698.16 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
Kim Mazur informed council that the Slaughterhouse Creek construction will start soon. We need 
to select the rocks for the project and there will be a series of pools and steps. They will be in to 
start the surveying next week. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Kyle Sheckler to exonerate Gerard Hoare from paying the 
occupational taxes, he is retired. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
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MOTION: John McGuire second Kyle Sheckler to appoint Ben Walbert to the Zoning Hearing 
Board. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
Mr. Strubinger said he has concerns with his professionalism as an architect, he believes this is a 
conflict of interest. 
 
President McGuire said he would have to re-cuse himself if there is a conflict, he feels he would 
be an asset to this board. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said he is still on the Shade Tree commission. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said if he is on the zoning board he can not be on another committee. 
 
Mr. Mason asked if he could be an alternate zoning member? 
 
President McGuire suggested that we talk to Ben Walbert about this. 
 
MOTION: Gregory Strubinger second W. Todd Mason to table the appointment of Ben Walbert. 
 
  YES  6   NO   0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to authorize Jim Nanovic and attorney 
William Schwab to defend the Borough on the lawsuit with Jack Thorpe vs. the Borough 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Sofranko said attorney Schwab we be no charge to the Borough. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said he has some ideas to defend, but his involvement will be small. 
Solicitor Nanovic said the complaint was filed and we need to respond in 60 days which the 
response is needed by August 24, 2010.  
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
POLICE 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to accept the resignation of Jessica Nhem as 
the meter attendant/secretary for the police dept. effective September 7, 2010 
 
COMMENTS 
 
President McGuire said the police committee will work on the job description. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
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President McGuire said the police committee will need to discuss the parking meter ordinance 
(re-writing it), the stop sign at 6th and South St, skateboarding ordinance – (this we will need the 
publics input on), taking the parking space on Quarry Street away and the parking lot rent fee. 
 
Mayor Sofranko asked that the police committee also look at the parking regulations for the 
deliveries in the downtown area. 
 
Police Chief Schatz said the other this that is a big concern is the horse and buggy and truck 
traffic. 
 
BUILDINGS 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joanne Klitsch to allow the Carbon County Election Bureau 
to use the Memorial Park hall vestibule for the use of a polling place. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to approve the treasurer’s report, the invoices 
and the additional as submitted. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Manager Wes Johnson said he will get a picture where the Borough is financially, he will give an 
synopsis to council to get a site where we are this month. He will email this to council prior to the 
next meeting. 
He informed council that the packets will not be provided that they will receive all this 
information by email prior to the meeting. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second W. Todd Mason to go into executive session to discuss 
litigation. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT   1 Justin Yaich 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Joseph Marzen to adjourn. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Justin Yaich 
 
Adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted 
 
     Louise McClafferty 
     Borough Secretary 


