
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

NOVEMBER 12, 2009 
 
 
 

Meeting held at the Memorial Park Hall, 103 East Tenth Street, Jim Thorpe, Pa. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 by President John McGuire with the pledge of allegiance and a 
moment of silence for the men and women serving our country. 
 
Meeting recorded. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
Jeremy Melber   W. Todd Mason   John McGuire 
Joseph Marzen   Greg Strubinger  
Joseph Krebs   Justin Yaich 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICIALS 
 
James Trainer, St. Sup.  Mayor Ronald Confer  Eugene Mulligan, Bldg/Z 
Ed Gula, Sewer Sup.  Solicitor James Nanovic  Vince Yaich, Water Sup. 
Joe Micko, JTPC  Kim Mazur, Entech  Boro Secy McClafferty 
Louis Hall, JTPC  Treasurer Maria Sebelin 
Fire Chief Diehm  Police Chief Schatz 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA 
 
President McGuire said first off, he would like to congratulate the council elects, Kyle Sheckler, 
Joanne Klitsch and Michael Sofranko. 
He said he has a corrections to the agenda, he would like to start with Jeff Leslie, the IT Tech for 
the Borough with his presentation of the web sites for the Borough. 
He would like to make a change to the agenda, that the Police first and then Water report after 
that, Mr. Melber has another commitment. 
  
Mr. Strubinger said last month we discussed the tree ordinance, he had voiced some concerns 
over that and he didn’t see this contained in the minutes. That is the only thing he would like in 
the minutes. 
 
CORRECTION IN THE OCTOBER 8, 2009 MINUTES:  
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second John McGuire to send the draft zoning ordinance – Natural 
Resource Protection ordinance (NRPO) on the JT Planning Commission members. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
President McGuire said what we are trying to do is protect some of the forest area or lots that are 
still in town. There are a lot of reasons for this, there could be steep slopes. This will be changes 
to our zoning ordinance. 
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   REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   10/8/09 
 
 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said there is a lot of advertising this for public input. Should we proceed to 
forward this to the JT Planning Commission to review. 
 
Mr. Melber said he is not ready to vote on this tonight. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said he doesn’t see any changes to this. We had the Pa Builders Association 
member here, they made good points, regarding the water run off from up land sources.  
 
Solicitor Nanovic said this is soley for tree protection. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said that person that is being undated with the run off, their property is undated 
with the run off. They are the ones being the focus with this.  
 
Solicitor Nanovic said most ordinances have purposed the trees absorb water run off. This defines 
how the trees help in that area.  
 
Mr. Yaich said if we say ok, do we have the ability to alter this? 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said yes. If you are opposed to this just say you are. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said his concern is people that have smaller property that will be affected by this. 
It is still telling someone that they can’t clear over that ¾ acre on an acre lot, he is not in favor of 
this. He hasn’t talk to anyone that is in favor of this ordinance. 
 
President McGuire said he has invited everyone to attend the JT Planning Commission meeting to 
discuss this ordinance. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
 W. Todd Mason   Greg Strubinger  Joseph Krebs 
 Justin Yaich 
 Jeremy Melber 
 John McGuire 
 Joseph Marzen 
 
 YES  5    NO  1   ABSENT  1 
 
MOTION: Joseph Krebs second Gregory Strubinger to approve the minutes from the October 8, 
2009 council meeting with the addition of Mr. Strubinger’s comments 
 
 YES  7    NO  0 
 
MOTION: Jeremy Melber second Joseph Krebs to approve the October 21, 2009 minutes in 
regards to the Flagstaff development 
 
 YES  7    NO  0 
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   REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   11/12/09 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Confer said he doesn’t have any thing other than the monthly police report. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Treasurer Sebelin said she doesn’t have anything to report tonight. 
 
APPROVAL OF INVOICES AND ADDITIONAL INVOICES 
 
Mr. Strubinger said under the Public Services, the street light bill is over $6,000.00. 
 
Mrs. McClafferty said that is for the street lights in town. 
 
President’ McGuire said we are still at the monthly rate for street lights, MEM hasn’t taken 
everything over 
 
Mr. Strubinger Cargill Salt, road materials what is that? 
 
Mrs. McClafferty said that is the de-icing salt for the roads. 
 
Mr. Krebs said the Verizon phone bill will that be changing. 
 
President McGuire said we added some more lines in the new offices. The connection fees, ect. or 
in this. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Gregory Strubinger to approve the invoices and the 
additional as submitted. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0   ABSTAIN  1 Joseph Marzen 
 
Jeff Leslie, from Leztek Systems, the Borough’s IT Tech gave everyone present a small 
presentation on  the Borough’s new web sites, the administration, police, and memorial park. 
 
HEARING OF VISITOR’S 
 
Robert Roomberg, 12 West Front Street, asked council if they knew were we sit with the 
replacement of the Route 903 bridge. 
 
President McGuire said he spoke to the project manager last week and he asked when the project 
will take place and she didn’t give me an answer. They are aware of the bridge supports under it 
and they are checked that 2-3 times a year. 
The bridge will be going across Lehigh Street and meet at the Liberty’s. They will be doing a 
final plan review. We are no further than what we were. 
 
Mr. Yaich said the last he heard was about 2 years until they break ground. 
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Mr. Strubinger asked if they plan to discuss more with the Borough. 
 
President McGuire said yes. 
 
Kurt Jackson asked Mr. McGuire who he spoke to at the state about the bridge status, Heather 
Heater. He said she said the location of the bridge has not changed, time frame is about 2-3 years. 
The hold up is the archeological dig with the canal. 
 
Mr. Strubinger said we should set up another meeting with Penn Dot to discuss the bridge 
location. 
 
Jake Arner, presented council with a power correcting unit for the Memorial Park this maybe a 
savings for the Borough on the electric bills. He would knock off the electrician’s work. He gave 
this to Kim Mazur to check it out. 
 
Bill Malatak said with the appointment of a new Police Chief he wanted to know if more will be 
open to the public and the press?  
 
Mayor Confer said the most important stuff has been placed in the newspaper, he will not have 
everything put in the paper.  
 
President McGuire said we will have new people coming in you will have to wait until after the 
new year. 
 
Mike Gontar & Kathy Lienhard said they have been running the Halloween parade for 15 years, 
he is stepping down, he would like some young blood to take over. He is willing to help them get 
it started and there is money there. 
 
President McGuire thanked Mike Gontar & Kathy Lienhard both for running the Halloween 
parade.  
 
Mike Gontar said he has been here before council about the storm water run off problem on 7th 
Street.  
 
Kim Mazur will look into this. 
 
President McGuire said we have to prioritize and see what projects we can afford to do. We have 
an asset management study being done right now. 
 
Mr. Mason said the main thing is the money to do this stuff. 
 
Mike Gontar said there was a drug bust on 7th & Spring Street the Attorney General office was 
involved, we heard there was a meth lab there and we still haven’t gotten an answer on this.  
 
Mr. Melber said the incident he is talking about the was no JT Police officer there. There was no 
one picked up in town. 
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   REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   11/12/09 
 
 
Mayor said the Allentown Police took care of this them selves, we were informed that they were 
going to be in the area. The Attorney General has control. 
 
POLICE 
 
Mr. Melber said we talked about a stop sign at the corner of 10th & Fern Street. 
 
Police Chief Schatz said we were told a traffic study needs to be done. Which has been 
completed. We should consider this to be a 4 way stop.  
 
President McGuire said the Police Committee should discuss and bring this back and make the 
suggestion at next month’s meeting. 
 
Police Chief Schatz said the background checks have been being done. Officer Carelli was sick, 
so he will be working on this and we should have this for next month’s meeting. 
 
Mr. Melber said he did bring it up a couple of month’s ago about the auto dialer system. We did 
get a price for 2500 residents cost of $3,995. 
 
Mr. Mason said he would recommend going with the whole town. 
 
Kim Mazur said the water meter project they are anticipated start date will be January 1, 2010. 
One of the items that came up is if there is minor plumbing that has to be done in the customers 
home, the contractor had asked that they can provide these services to the customer. He would 
like council to consider this. 
They will be sending out the letters to the residents. 
- Walnut & North Ave they have complied with everything, they should hear back from Penn 

Dot on the permit that they have applied for. 
-  the asset management report will be ready for next month’s meeting 
- they are reviewing some plans for River Street they are reviewing the relocation of that road. 
- The generator for the Memorial Park the design plans for that has been submitted to the 

County for them to advertise 
- They are reviewing the saldo plans for the Flagstaff and the old Castle on Hill Road 
 
BUILDINGS/PARKS 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to adopt the Resolution for the Sewage 
Enforcement offices fees. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked what is this setting? 
 
Mr. Yaich said this sets the fees for his permits, perc test and any of these items. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0 
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MOTION: Justin Yaich second W. Todd Mason to adopt the Health agent fees. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
President McGuire said Ammon Hontz has been a great working with us for this ordinance. 
 
MOTION: John McGuire second Justin Yaich to advertise for a health agent.  
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Strubinger said since we have the web site maybe we can advertise this position that way. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said he doesn’t believe you need to run the ad, certainly if you have people that 
are interested in the position you can do that. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0   ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
MOTION WAS WITHDRAWN 
 
Kim Mazur said the energy grant for the Memorial Park to help reduce the energy for the lights in 
the park. One of the requirements was you had to prove on paper that we could save 25%. He has 
been checking the web site to see if we received the money, he will keep council posted on this. 
 
President McGuire said he has some information on another avenue on saving energy. He will 
forward this info to him. 
 
Louis Hall, said the Planning Commission will meet on Nov. 17, 2009 we will review the 
Flagstaff plans. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said he spoke to the county, the JTPC can still meet without the county’s 
review letter on the Flagstaff plans. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Mr. Marzen said he has nothing to report. 
 
SEWER/SANITATION 
 
Mr. Marzen said everything is flowing good. 
 
Ed Gula said we have the Castle plan being reviewed by the engineer. 
He also said the inner Borough bike bridge the design are under way. 
He ordered 3 odor eaters for the manhole on Center Avenue to handle the sewage odor complaint. 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Justin Yaich to approve the Facade grant list that has been 
presented to council from the Facade committee. 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
Mr. Krebs asked if this program is going to continue or is the all the money? 
 
Mrs. McClafferty said Dale Fredenberg said once this grant is closed out, he would like to apply 
for another grant. This is a matching grant and all the residents that have applied for the grant 
have been give a piece of the grant. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
President McGuire said we have received the CDBG pre-application for 2010 the total funds is 
around $105,000.00. Council will need to give suggestion as to where they would like the funds 
to be used. 
 
Mrs. McClafferty said out of this money you have $60,000.00 that is committed to the water line 
replacement project and then we have about $30,000.00 that we will be able to use in the low to 
moderate area. 
 
Kim Mazur asked if this can be used on the handi-cap curb cuts? 
 
Mrs. McClafferty said they will be at next month’s meeting and they can ask them questions as to 
where the funds can be used. This application needs to be in by the middle of December. 
 
Mr. Mason said we should find out if the money can be used on that before we plan to use this on 
anything else. 
 
Next budget workshop meeting will be November 18, 2009 at 6:30 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joseph Marzen to award the anti-skid material bid to Locust 
Ridge amount of $12.52 delivered. 
 
 YES 6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Joseph Krebs to adopt the Teamster’s 4-year contract. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
 
 

    7 



   REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  11/12/09 
 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Justin Yaich to re-adopt the Rules & Regulations with one 
minor change being, that an individual will be given a warning before they receive a written 
warning.  
 
 YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
Mr. Strubinger said a resident submitted a letter requesting a study to be done for a stop sign at 
the intersection of Pine Avenue and Center Avenue. Where do we sit with this? What type of 
rights do we have to do this? 
 
Mayor Confer said we can’t over ride the state, that is state highway. We can’t put a stop sign 
without their permission. We could look at moving the parking area back. 
 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MOTION: Joseph Krebs second W. Todd Mason to approve the committee reports as submitted. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: Joseph Marzen second W. Todd Mason to adjourn. 
 
 YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Jeremy Melber 
 
Adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
    Respectfully submitted 
 
 
    Louise McClafferty 
    Borough Secretary 




