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Jim Thorpe Borough Council Special 
Meeting 

 

November 29, 2010 
MINUTES 

6:30 p.m. 
 
Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call of Members 

Justin Yaich  Joseph Marzen    John McGuire 
W. Todd Mason  Greg Strubinger 
Joanne Klitsch  Kyle Sheckler (a) 
 

Roll Call of Officials 
Solicitor James Nanovic  Manager Wesley Johnson Boro Secy McClafferty 
Mayor Michael Sofranko 
 
President McGuire said the purpose for this meeting is to adopt the Amusement, Local Service 
and 5.5% occupational taxes for 2011. 
 
HEARING OF VISITOR’S 
 
Bob Wasko would like to know if the Amusement tax is going to affect the Bed & Breakfast? 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said no. 
 
Bart Springer said the Jim Thorpe Chamber of Commerce would like to see the Amusement tax 
tabled until they can study the affects it will have on the businesses. 
 
Bob Gaudreau, 103 Broadway, asked what is the short fall for the borough’s budget? 
 
Borough Manager Johnson said council has been lobbying to generate money other ways than 
from the local residents. We can capture revenues from the visitor’s.  
 
Jake Arner questioned the 5.5% occupational tax the way it is reported. His concern is that a 
contractor is the highest rate that they would be charged $1,000.00 for their occupation. Modify 
the ordinance book, but don’t make a mistake, he wants if referenced like it is currently. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said the tax collector sends the tax bills out, he gets the figures from the County 
Tax Assessment office. This is 5.5% occupational tax is not a change in the taxes, this is still the 
same, we are just correcting what General Codes has in our ordinance book. 
 
Dan Hugos asked with the error is the only thing that is being changed. He thinks that the 
Chamber of Commerce should be involved with part of the process, he feels the Amusement tax 
was not handled correctly. He asked that in the future council keep them informed. 
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AMUSEMENT, LOCAL SERVICE, & OCCUPATIONAL TAX MEETING 11/29/10 
 
 
  
Mike Guy understands the taxes, he just asked that the borough work as lean as you can.  
He said he has a problem with the general funds money being used to keep Memorial Park 
running. He feels this should be Leased to a private entity. 
 
President McGuire stated the Memorial Park has to pay this money back to general funds. 
 
Steve Ohl asked about the $25.00 occupational tax will that apply to people out of town? 
 
Borough Manager Johnson said the people that are employed in the Borough not the place of 
employment outside the borough will be affected. 
 
Bob Stevenson said a kid that shovels snow would they be affected? 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said no. 
 
Tom Loughery asked how will the amusement tax affect businesses? He asked if this will hurt 
small businesses? 
 
Dorey Perdie said there are businesses that make money seasonally, she would like to know how 
this amusement tax will affect these businesses? 
 
Dan Hugos said the county parking lot fees should be examined, this might be a little less painful 
for the businesses. 
 
Borough Manager Johnson informed everyone that he will continue to dialog this discussion with 
the County. 
 
MOTION: W. Todd Mason second Gregory Strubinger to adopt the 5% Amusement tax 
ordinance. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Strubinger asked that we find out how the taxes will be divided with the School District. 
 
Mrs. Klitsch asked if the we wanted to drop this ordinance can we? 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said yes. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
 Gregory Strubinger   Justin Yaich  Kyle Sheckler 
 Joanne Klitsch 
 Joseph Marzen 
 John McGuire 
 W. Todd Mason 
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  YES  5    NO  1   ABSENT  1 
AMUSEMENT, LOCAL SERVICE, & OCCUPATIONAL TAX MEETING 11/29/10 
 
 
MOTION:  W. Todd Mason second Gregory Strubinger to adopt the Local Service tax 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said the exemptions emergency services, police, etc. 
 
Solicitor Nanovic said this money is to be used for police, emergency services and road 
maintenance. 
 
 Gregory Strubinger   Justin Yaich  Kyle Sheckler 
 Joseph Marzen    Joanne Klitsch 
 John McGuire     
 W. Todd Mason 
 
  YES  4    NO  2   ABSENT  1 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Joanne Klitsch to adopt the occupational tax. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Mrs. Klitsch said she is in favor as long as this tax stays the way it is now. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
MOTION: Justin Yaich second Joseph Marzen to adjourn. 
 
  YES  6   NO  0  ABSENT  1 Kyle Sheckler 
 
Adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 
     Respectfully submitted 
 
 
     Louise McClafferty 
     Borough Secretary   


